
Sending Hymn                                 Joy to the World        from ELW Hymn #267 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 

     Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing… 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,                                                          

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy... 
 

3. No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;                                                             

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found... 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove                                                       

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love... 
 

 
Postlude                                                               
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The Radio Broadcast of our 6pm Christmas Eve Worship will air at 4pm on Christmas Eve                                        

on 1310AM KNOX Radio and will replay on Christmas Day at 10:15am. 

~ We Gather ~ 
 

Prelude                      In the Bleak Midwinter       Rebecca Heigaard McGurran                                                                      

Welcome 

Opening Hymn*             Angels We Have Heard On High      from ELW Hymn #289 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 

 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 

 

Dialog 
P:  Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
 

C:  By day and night he shines for all to see.  
 

P:  Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty  
 

C: that the world may see the justice and richness of God.  
 

P: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
 

C: so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.  
 

P:   Jesus is the light of the world. 
 

C:  Jesus is the light of our lives.  
 

P:   Sing to God a new song! 
 

C:  A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.   
 

Opening Prayer  
P: Let us pray. 
 

C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
Light.  Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the 
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Ministry Through Music            I Wonder As I Wander                               Worship Team  
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Scripture Reading                                                                       Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Ministry Through Music   Oh Holy Night                         Michael Marcotte 
 

Scripture Reading                       Luke 2:1-7 

 

Ministry Through Music             Away In A Manger                                Gretchen Kindseth 
 

Scripture Reading                                                                                    Luke 2:8-20 

 

Ministry Through Music         Do You Hear What I Hear                             Worship Team                                                                      
 

Sermon                      Pastor Peter Coen-Tuff 
 

Hymn                                  The First Noel [vs. 1-4]      from ELW Hymn #300  
 

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

 

3. And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 

A reading from  
Isaiah. This poem 
promises deliver-
ance from Assyrian 
oppression, a hope 
based on the birth 
of a royal child 
with a name full of 
promise. While 
Judah’s king will 
practice justice and 
righteousness, the 
real basis for faith 
lies in God’s pas-
sion for the people: 
The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will 
do this!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s greatest gift 
comes as a baby in 
a manger. Angels 
announce the 
“good news of 
great joy” and pro-
claim God’s bless-
ing of peace. 
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 2The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light;  those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness —  on them light has 
shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; they rejoice     
before you as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their           
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His au-
thority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold       
it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

In those days a decree went out from        
Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of Da-

vid. 5He went to be registered with Mary,    
to whom he was engaged and who was               
expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord— 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one      
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." 16So              
they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary               
treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,      
glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1816 
Joseph Mohr creates 
the text to "Silent 
Night!" in the form 
of a poem in Mari-
apfarr in the Lungau 
region where he was 
living at the time. 
 
1818 
In the schoolhouse 
of Arnsdorf, on 
Christmas Eve, 
Franz Xaver Gruber 
composes a melody 
to fit the text. 
 
1818 
"Silent Night! Holy 
Night!" has its 
world premiere on 
Christmas Eve in 
the St. Nicholas 
church of Oberndorf 
near Salzburg, per-
formed by Franz 
Xaver Gruber and 
Joseph Mohr.  

4. This star drew near to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 

 

Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be bless-
ings for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at 
the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen.  

 

Lighting of the Candles 
[Each person lights their candle from the center candle on the Advent wreath] 

 

Hymn                    Silent Night, Holy Night   from ELW Hymn #281 
1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright.                                                          

‘Round yon virgin, mother and child, Holy Infant, so tender and mild,                                  
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord at your birth. 
 

Response 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World! 
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world. 

C: Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

P: You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions.  
C: Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

P: You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 
C: Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace.   

P: You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us. 
C: May we see your glory, full of grace and truth.  

All: Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

[The candles are extinguished] 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the   
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the 
Christ child.  

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen.   

P: Go in Peace. Christ is with us.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
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